People saying)

The first stage of exploitation of the olive, by the
inhabitants of the prehistoric Aegean, is still dark. It is
believed, however, that since the Neolithic Age at least.
as long as with the fruits of various frees, They would
océcsioncily collect the fruits of wild olive (Olea ewo-
ocea oleasten) for the supplement and enrichment of
the diet,
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The origins of clive are usually placed in the era of
" Early Bronze Age, nomely the 3rd millennium 8.C.

From the 20th century BC, until the 10th century BC.
observed a dramatic increase of oily pollen, according
to paloecbotanical dafa, and this may show the strong
growth of olive production in Greek area.

Today, sciences such as hisfory, archeclogy. geclogy
and agronomy, have demonstrated that, indeed, the

alive free is one of the oldest cutivated Meaiterranean
trees and the resegrch is directed at identifying the ori-
ginal species survived until fodgy. %

Furthermore, the palaeoborany investigates, by caol-
lecting waste of trees cake, wood, leaves) and analy-
zing them in laboratory and tries to defermine the time
at which the wild tree is domesticated, and at ihe
same time its systematic crop starts, as long with ifs ex-
fension, locally ong guantitarively.

So far, however, Crete is the place that diew spe-
cigl artention because of the detection of many abun-
dant orgenic residues, while importont elements
returned the stugy of 1elevant material from the lote
Cycladic settlement of Akrbtini on  Sentorini,

The known pelasgian myth refers to the fight bet-
ween Athena ond Poseidon for the protection and the
name of Athens. Cecrops was the king of Athens. The
fwo opponent gods went on the rock of the Acropolis,
where the other fen gods of Olympus dlso gofhered in
order 1o make the judge in the dispute between the
two gods. while Cecrops offended os o witness. The
Neptune came first, he stood in the middle of the rock
with his trident and gave a wallop on the ground. Im-
mediately o wave of salf water sprang that formed ¢
small loke called the Sea of Erexthecgs. Tnen came the
turn of Athena to present her gift ond ofter Cecrops
invited to witness, she plonfed an dlive free on the rock,
which become full of fruit. This free was preserved for
many many years lofer, After the gift of Athena, Zeus
geclared the end of the race and told the other gods
fo geterming which of the two gods to'give the city.
At the same time, they called for the testimony ang
the opinion of Cecrops. He gionced ground from the
top of the ciiff, but everywhere he tumed, his eyes lo-
oked up salt water, seas everywhere embracing the
counfry. The tree, however, who had sprung Athena -

ks o=

B




was the first to sprout across the country and yet it

“~was the only thing that promised glory and happiness

to the city. So Cecrops decided that the gift of Athena
was more useful and the sovereignty of the city was
given fo her.

The sacred tree of Athena wrote its own history in
Athens: It is said that in 480 B.C. when the Persians co-
ptured the Acropolis and buned the sacred free of Ath-
ena, the -Athenions felt great sodness ond fthey
considered that 10 be o very bod sign. Bur the sodness
furned to opfimism when the very nexr day the dry
frunk hog sprouted cgain: A new cool shoot Twe cu-
bits height was the new sacred free of Athens. Until re-
cent Roman years the Afhenians showed the socred
tree with pride, believed thet cutivating olive trees

storfed from it ond this is where all the olive frees thot
_ existed in the world come from.

The Crefan mythology, however, wonts the Cretan
goddess Athena, who seems 1o be related to the Mi-

- noan Snake Goddess, being bomn at the mouth of the
- river Triton and of course o donate the holy free o the

Minoans. The reference of *Potnia® Athena on Linear B
fablets found of Knossos is very important and clso
shows the connection of the goddess to the prehista-
ric religion of Crete, :
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Varieties of Qils

1. Tinned olive
It is the biggest variety of Table olives. It s cultivg-
ted mainly in central Greece lagrinio, Amfissa, Atgalanti,

Agios Konstantinos) as well as in Volos and Euboeg, The

variety of tinned olives includes the green, black, and

blond or white-red olives,

» The green dlives are coliected from ihe oclive-trees
at the end of September fill the middie of Novem-
ber. The fruit is eorly cuf ond aftet the suitoble pro-
cess is recdy for eat in a short time since its horvest.

» The black clives are collected from the olive-frees in’
the middie of November fill the middle of January.
The fruit is mature whan it is harvested from the
tree. The biack dlives are well known in the foreign
maorkets under many nomes Amfissa black olives,
Agrinio black olives, Volos black olives] depending
on the ploce of growth.

¥ The blong olives are collected from the end of Cc-
tober till the end of November. The fruit is harve-
sted middle early from the free. Biond clives with
vinegar are an excellent accompanying snack of
ouzo, - "

2. Kalamon olives g

Kalamon clive variety is on excellent vcmery of tcble
olives of name origin. It is mainly cultivated in prefec-
tures of Messinic and Lakonia as well as in o significant
iand of the wide areo of Agrinio. The frut is coliected
mature from Novemicer fill Christmas. After the proper

| ‘process lengraving, salf sclution, vinegar we get the

engraved Kalomon olives in vinegor-salf, which is an
especidlly frequent commercial nome in Greece and
abroad 100,

3. Halkidilki olives

It is a variety almost entirely qultivated in Halkidiki. It
is also known as mammoth olive because of the big
size of the fruit. :

4. Savory olives

Savory olive variety is cuitivated in Attica, on the
Aegean islands (Chics, Samos:. Naxosl, on Crete lsland
and on Thassos Island too. This variety hes the charac-
teristic o soak the bittemess cut of the fruit during ri-
pening while it is sfill on the olive-iree.

[ every m(‘f ere

I.Jght. From the fourth rm{lemum B.C. up until o few
yeors agoe consistently, bur until this doy occasionally: |
oil is being used os fuel for lomps. A liter of oil tckes fo
bumn a lamp for at feast 200 hows, which means that
even the small lomps can provide -light for quite eno-
ugh time. : '
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